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LIFE OF SARAH PORTERFIELD. 


Written by a female friend from her own lips.* 


I WAS born in Ireland, in the 
county of Donegal, in the parish 
of Raphe, Aug. 13, 1722. I 
had pious parents, who instructed 
me in the Christian religion, and 
set good examples before me. 
When I was about 11 years old, 
I trust God was pleased to effect 
a work of divine grace in my soul. 
After my first experience of the 
truth of the gospel, I was for 
some time left in the dark, and 
greatly feared that my change was 
notreal. Atlength, I wasbrought 
to see that I had neglected a du- 
ty in not giving myself up to the 
Lord in apublic manner. Be- 
ing about seventeen years old, an 
opportunity presented, and I of- 
fered myself for examination to 
the church in Raphe, of which 
the Rev. David Farley was pas- 
tor. .The church, after examina- 
tion, Saw fit to receive me into 
their communion, and I cannot 
but hope God was pleased, at that 
time, to grant me tokens of his 
saving love. <A blessed season it 

was tome. J sat under his banner 
with delight, and his fruit was sweet 
‘9 my tasic. Never before were 
N 


such clear discoveries made to 
my soul of the love of Christ, and 
of my union to him. I found 
him a Safe resting place, and 
could trust my all in his hand. 
O it was good to be there. One 
hour with Christ is better than a 
thousand elsewhere. I now be- 
gan to live anew. Myzglove to 
Jesus was such, as to overcome 


all cther affections. But this... 


comfortable frame, after * 

time, subsided, and I was left in 
darkness, under the hidings of 
God’s face. Inever questioned 
the foundation of my hope, yet I 
often grievéd after my absent 
Lord, who, for wise and holy 
ends withheld from..mewse 
communications: pnie time 
in particular I was Brought dnto 
great darkness, and@very 
with grief. But,bles 
I was not left give) up my 
hope, nor to quit my relation to 


* It is testified of ‘Svs. Sarah Por- 
terfield, by a judicious friend, that she 
was for many years an ornament to 
the church in Georgetown, Maine, 
and died much esteemed by her Chris- 
tian acquaintance, 
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him. Tohim I cried asmy God 
and Father, who pitieth his chil- 
dren. How soon did he come to 
my relief. 

When I was about nineteen 
years old, my father went to 
Pennsylvania, in America, and 
finding a plantation suitable for 
his family, he wrote over for my 
mother and the children to take 
passage in the first vessel and 
come to Pennsylvania. Accor- 
dingly my mother with three 
daughters took passage on board 
a large ship, which was going 
with passengers to Philadelphia. 

July 28, 1741, we sailed from 
Londonderry, Captain Rowen 
being commander. [For some 
time after we sailed we had pleas- 
ant weather, and every thing was 
agreeable, excepting our sea-sick- 
ness. The ship’s company daily 
assembled on the quarter-deck 
for prayers, which were perform- 
ed alternately by four or five of 
the passengers, to the great satis- 
faction ofmany on board. 

When we had been about three 
weeks.at sea, a very mortal fever 
broke out, and spread through 
the whole ship’s company. In 
this melancholy situation wewere 
reduced togreat distress. It is 
enough to make one’s heart ache 
to think of our condition. Not one 
was abletohelp another. My 
motherafid herchildren were pre- 
served and restored to health. 
Thanksto God for such a mercy, 
when so many were daily dying 
around ais. 

But God, who knoweth all 
thing’, and never does any wrong 
io his creatures, did not suffer us 
to rest here. Sorer trials were 
«appointed for us, When we had 
been as much asten weeks at sea, 
we were visited with a violent 
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storm, in which our ship was 
much wrecked, and we were all 
very near being lost. The cap- 
tain at that time thought we 
were near land, and expected ev- 
ery day to make it, ard to get 
into port soon. But God had 
different purposesin view. The 
violence of the storm drove us to 
the eastward. The sea raged 
greatly. Our masts gave way ; 
and we were in a distressed situ- 
atiof, even at our wit’s end. 
‘Then we cried unto the Lord, and 
he heard us, and came down for 
our deliverance. O that 1 could 
praise the Lord for his goodness, 
and for his loving kindness unto 
us, 

At that time the Captain tho’t 
proper to put all hands on allow- 
ance, ashe did not know where 
the ship was,.or how long we 
should be continued in our pres- 
ent situation. His reckoning 
was out, and he knew not where 
to steer his course. One biscuit 
a day, a small portion of meat, 
and a quart of water was all our 
allowance. This was continued 
for ten or twelve days; then we 
were put on half allowance, ex- 
cepting the water, which was con- 
tinued the same. Ten days af- 
ter, we spoke a ship, which sup- 
plied us with provision; but our 
allowance was not increased. 
The storm was now abated, and 
we were relieved from some dis- 
tressing fears. 

Oct. 28, made land on the 
eastern coast; found it to be a 
desolate island, or neck of land 
inhabited only by a few Indiaas. 
The ship was anchored, and we 
remained a few days on board. 
The Captain and others took the 
long-boat, and went, hoping to 
find some French inhabitants : 
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but returned without any success. 
We were then ordered to land on 
this island. Accordingly many 
boat’s load of people were land- 
ed, and scattered round the island, 

without any provision. The num- 
ber of people could not, I pre- 
sume, be less. than a hundred. 

We were told, that the last boats 
should bring us some provision, 
but were disappointed. No pro- 
vision was sentus. Qh, the dis- 
tressed situation! some crying, 
some almost distracted, not know- 
ing what todo. Death seemed 
to stare us allin the face, and ve- 
ry soon marked out many for his 
victims. 

After we were landed, twenty 
or thirty of the passengers set out 
to look for inhabitants, but were 
never after heard of. Probably 
they all perished. The Captain, 
mate, and seamen left the ship 
and went in search of inhabitants. 
After a few day’s sail to the east- 
ward, they fell in with land, and 
came to a place called Newhar- 
bour, about thirty miles east of 
Kennebeck. Getting two small 
vessels there, they camie back for 
the plunder of the ship, which had 
been cast upon a smallisland and 
broken to pieces. They tarried, 
until they had collected what 
plunder they pleased to take, with 
which they returned to Newhar- 
bor, taking with them a few of 
the servants and passengers, that 
were on the island. These were 
sold for their passage; but in 
this way they were delivered from 
their distressing situation. ‘he 
rest of the passengers were left in 
the most melancholy circum- 
stances ; but a kind Providence 
furnished us with something to 
support nature. We foundsome 
muscles on the beach, which with 


‘vision of each day, 


Life of Sarah  Hovter pelts 99 


sea-kelp and dulce, we boiled ina 
pot we had brought on shore, and 
were nourished by them. This 
was allthe food we had for as 
muchas twomonths. A distres- 
sing time! But God supported 
me even at that time, and gave 
me hopes of relief, which I ever 
maintained in the very darkest 
hour. Every day, more or less 
died around us. It was observ- 
ed that the men failed sooncr 
than the women, and that a grea‘- 
er proportion of them died. 
There was scarcely one to help 
another, as every one had sufh- 
cient to do for himself. The pre- 
was to be 
sought i in the day, as the manna 
was in the wilderness. 

The Indians soon visited us, 
and added much to our distress, 
robbing us of all they could find, 
which we ‘had brought from the 
ship. Inasevere snow storm we 
hung our clothes on trees to shel- 
ter us. The Indians came and 
took them down. 
ed to resist them, one drew his 
hatchet and attempted to strike 
me. I drew back and left them 
to take what they pleased. A- 
mong other things they took our 
pot, in which we boiled our mus- 
cles; so that we were in. a most 
distressed situation. At length L 
providentially thought of a sauce. 
pan, which some of-the passen- 
gers had. I went and found it 
lying on the ground, the owners 
all being dead. 

Seme further particulars de- 
serve to be mentioned. I was 
landed in one of the first boats. 
As my mother and sisters were 
landing, one of my sisters died. 
All being in confusion. and trou- 
ble, there was none to bury her, 
but myself. I performed that 
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service with great composure. I 
then had to take care of my moth- 
er and other sister, who were 
somewhat helpless. God gave 
me strength, so that I was ena- 
bled to do something for them, 
as well as for myself. For some 
time we appeared like a very 
thick neighborhood, being divi- 
ded into separate companies. 
Our company consisted of nine 
persons. 

When the boats were landing, 
as I stood on the beach, a child 
about two years old was put into 
my arms. I looked round to see 
who was to take it from me, but 
found no one that would own it. 
I inquired, who takes care of this 
child ? A little boy, about twelve 
years old, answered, Nobody, 
Ma’am, but I. Oh how I felt, 
knowing that this child’s parents 
had both died inthe ship. I was 
obliged to lay down the child, 
and leave it to the care of him, 
who had the care of us all. The 
boy and child were soon after 
found dead, lying together. A 
most sorrowful sight ! 

I went to see a cousin of mine, 
who Jay ata little distance in a 
feeble state, unable to rise. I 
asked her, whether she had any 
thing to eat. She said, yes, her 
other shipmates gave her mus- 
cles, when they got any for them- 
selves ; but added, she could eat 
some boiled dulce, if she could 
get any. I told her I would get 
her some to-morrow. On the 
morrow returning to see her, I 
found her dead, and several more 
by her. Walking along the 
shore, | found a boy, about sev- 
enteen years old, sitting very dis- 
consolate, with a book in his hand. 
I said to him what do you do 
here? He answeged, I am look- 
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ing for the captain, who is com, 
ing to carry me off the island. [I 
said to him, did he promise you 
that favor? Yes he said. Well, 
replied [, don’t depend upon it, 
for I don’t believe he will ever 
come here again. Upon this he 
cried bitterly ; but I could not 
persuade him to give up his hope, 
and do something for a subsis- 
tence. In a few days, he was 
found dead, with his book open 
under his head. 

The people began now to die 
very fast. There was no travel- 
ling any where, but dead bodies 
were found, as few were buried. 
All were so weak and helpless, 
that they had enough to do to 
keep life in themselves. In this 
distressing situation we remained, 
until every person, of whom we 
had any knowledge on the Isl- 
and, was dead, excepting my 
mother, my sister, and myself. 
At that time our fire went out, 
and we had nothing to strike fire 
with. Several snows had fallen, 
but soon melted away. Another 
snow fell, when we were in such 
distress for fire. ‘This scene was 
of all the most hopeless ; noth- 
ing to cover us, but the heavens, 
and nothing to eat, but frozen 
muscles! In about one day af- 
ter our fire went out, my mother 
died ; and there she lay, a lifeless 
corpse, byour side. We were 
not able to bury her, or do any 
thing with her. My sister be- 
gan to fail very fast, and her 
spirits were very low. I laid me 
down beside a tree. to rest my 
head against it ; but soon tho’t 
I must not lie there. I rose and 
went down to the beach, got some 
frozen muscles and carried them 
to my Sister, who atethem. We 
then both sat down beside a tree. 
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Now my courage began to fail. 
J saw nothing to expect but 
death ; yet did not wholly give 
up my hope. There we were, 
two distressed sisters, Surrounded 
by dead Lodies, without food or 
fire, ani almost without clothing. 
I had no shoes to my feet, which 
were much swollen by reason of 
the cold. The ground was cov- 
ered with snow, and the season 
was fast advancing, it being near- 
ly the middle of December ; so 
that we had every reason to ex- 
pect we should soon share the 
fate of our companions. But at 
that time God mercifully ap- 

eared for our relief, and thus 
showed himself to be the helper 
of the helpless. To our great 
surprise, we saw three men on the 
island, who, ween they approach- 
ed us, appeared to be no less sur- 
prised to find us living. I took 
courage and spoke to them. 
Having related to them our dis- 
tress, one of them asked me, if it 
were not better to be Servants, 
than to dieonthe island. I said, 
yes. They then asked me sever- 
al questions, which I answered as 
well as I could. They appeared 
pitiful, told us they had come 
from Newharbor with two vessels 
for plunder, and offered to take 
uson board: We gladly com- 
plied with their invitation, and 
were hurried to the vess@. AsI 
was rising from the frozen ground 
by the assistance of one of the 
men, I put out my hand to take 
a small bundle, which I had pre- 
served through all our difficul- 
ties, and which contained some 
clothes and books, especially my 
Bible. Seeing me attempt to 
take it, the men promised to take 
care of itfor me. Trusting to 
their honor, I teft it with them, 
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but never saw it more. I also 
desired to see my mother buried, 
before I left the island. They en- 
gaged to see it done; but I 
have reason to fear, they never 
performed their engagement. 
After we were on board, they 
treated us very kindly. The cap- 
tain gave each of us a spoonful of 
spirits and half a biscuit. This 
was the first piece of bread we 
had tasted for two months. 
When collecting the plunder, the 
people told us we should have 
whatever we claimed as belong- 
ing to usinthe ship. This was 


more than we expected. After 
plundering the ship and strip- 
ping the dead, they sailed. Then 


I saw the last of my miserable a- 
bode. In five days we arrived 
at Newharbor. Our new friends 
then appeared disposed to take 
advantage of us, and to sell us 
as servants to satisfy themselves 
for their trouble in saving our 
lives. This was a trial almost 
insupportable. But to our great 
comfort, a man came on board, 
who was from the same place in 
Ireland, from which we had 
come. He was kind and pitiful, 
and endeavored to comfort us. 
God then appeared for us, and 
raised up a friend, who came and 
took us to his house, and there 
tenderly entertained us, biddin 

us be of good cheer, for he would 
not suffer such rufhians to take 
advantage of us. This gentle- 
man gave us every consolation in 
his power, and conversed with us 
ina very Christian manner, which 
was affecting and comforting. 
He proved very punctual in ful. 
filling his promises. We tarried 
with him, until we had so far re. 
covered, as to be able to work for 
our living. This gentleman 
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wrote to my father in Pennsylva- 
nia, informing him of our situa- 
tion, and did all he could to for- 
ward the letter as soon as possible. 
This was about the last of De- 
cember, 1741. Inthe mean time 


he provided good places for us. | 


My sister was sent to live with a 
friend of his at a place since call- 
ed Boothbay, and was very hap- 
pily situated. Soon after she 
went there, a happy revival of re- 
ligion took place among the peo- 
ple. I trust that she was made a 
subject of the work. I tarried at 
Newharbour through the winter. 
The next spring I came to this 
place, (Georgetown) and was 
employed in a family, where I 
enjoyed the privileges of religion, 
as well as very kind treatment. 
Both the man and his wite were 
professors of religion, and were 


greatly animated by the good 
work, which was going on in the 
place. At that time there was 
manifest a general attention to 


religion. | Having ‘no minister, 
the people met together every 
Sabbath, and frequently on other 
days, for the purpose of worship- 
ping God in a public manner, by 
prayer, singing psalms, and read- 
ing instructive books. In> this 
way their meetings were made 
both agreeable and useful. 

Some time in the summer my 
father came to visit us. He in- 
tended to take us with him to 
Pennsylvania. But before his 
arrival, I had an offer oz mar- 
riage, which my situation seemed 
to urge me to accept. Nor had 
I ever any reason to repent cf my 
choice. November, 1742, | was 
married. My father tarried with 
us through the winter. The 
next summer he took my Sister 
and returned to Penasv!vaaia, 


LAPRIL, 


where he spent the remainder of 
a very long life, as I trust, in the 
service of God. 

I lived very agreeably with my 
husband thirty years. We had 
eight children, two sons and six 
daughters. All these, excepting 
one daughter, God has seen fit to 
take from me by death. But he 
has graciously supported me. un- 
der the rod of affliction, and en- 
abled me to sitig both of mercies 
and of judgments. 

In the year 1741, when many 
professed to meet with a divine 
change, my husband was hope- . 
fully brought to embrace the gos- 
pel, and gave evidence, both liv- 
ing and dying, that he was a fol- 
lower of Christ. | My three eld- 
est daughters experienced, as I 
hope, God’s saving grace under 
the ministry of the Rev. Ezekiel 
Emerson, who is still continued 
as an ambassador of Christ a- 
mong us. The other children 
God was pleased to look upon in 
mercy, I trust, in their last sick- 
ness, and to afford me comforta- 
ble hope respecting them. Oh 
that I could praise the Lord for 
his goodness, and bless him for 
his wonderful works. But I fail 
in the attempt. Make up, bles:- 
ed Jesus, my deficiengy, and glo- 
rify thyself; and let saints and 
angels agcribe to the sacred Three 
all honour and glory torever. 

These dispensations of Provi- 
dence I have thought worthy of 
thankful remembrance. When 
I review God’s dealings with me 
in the various scenes of life, I am 
filled with wonder and amaze- 
ment. Great has been his good- 
ness, and great my unworthiness. 
I view him as my covenant God, 
who foresaw these trials, and wa; 
eraciously pleased to prepare me 
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for them, by taking me into cov- 
enatt with himself. He has up- 
held and supported me under all 
my trials ; so that I have abun- 
dant reason to say, he has ever 
been a present help in time of need. 
1 have reason, as it Seems, more 
than any one on earth, to ac- 
knowledge God’s goodness,which 
has been so abundantly manifest- 
ed towards me, even from my 
youth. 

I am now Seventy-six years 
old. Through the goodness of 
God I enjoy a comfortable state 
of health, and am able generally 
to attend the worship of God, 
and to unite with his children in 
gospel ordinances. As to earth- 
ly connexions, I seem to be left 
alone. But I would not say, 
that I am alone, for the Almigh- 
ty Father, I trust, is with me, 
and has been my helper. And I 
feel a comfortable hope, that he 
will never forsake me. _ Blessed 
be his holy name, for enabling 
such a vile creature, as I am, to 
trust inhim. In him I hope for 
happiness, through the glorious 
Mediator, whose blood is suffi- 
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cient to take away all my sins, 
so that 1 may be presented spot. 
less beforea holy God. My un. 
worthiness is no har to my salva. 
tion, since Christ Jesus my Lord 
isinfinitely worthy- My anchor 
of hope has been, for many years, 
cast within the veil. My faith 
rests on the Rock of Ages, against 
which the gates of heli can never 
prevail, Though winds and 
waves have often beat heavily 
upon me, my anchor never has 
been, and, I trust, never will be 
moved. Notwithstanding — the 
various trials of my life, I have 
never been left to renounce my 
hope, or to murmur against 
God, but would justify him in 
all he has laid upon me, consid- 
ering his mercies to be much be- 
yond all my afilictions. For his 
mercies have been new every 
morning ; great has been his 
faithfulness every night. And 
now unto him, who has wrought 
all my deliverances, both spiritu- 
al and temporal, be ascribed the 
whole praise of my salvation.— 
Amen. 
Georgetown, June 6, 1798. 
{ Pan.) 
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ESSAY IIT. 


AS all our speculations, how- 


} ever correct or important, can be 


of no use to us any farther than, 
being personally applied, they 


' serve for our amendment and as- 


sistance in the discharge of duty, 
some practical deductions from 
the two preceeding Essays may 
not be improper : 

1, A due attention to this sub- 
ject may lead many to correct an 








































On Restraining Grace. 


error, in their judgment of their 
own characters, and in their ex- 
pectations. Doubtless many 
form a good ojanion of their own 
characters, and even expect cter- 
nal rewards from their Maker, 
because they have never been 
visibly guilty of any crimes, 
which are esteemed reproachful 
among men. Because their fel- 
Jow men cannot condemn them, 
they think the final judge will not, 
nay cannot, without injustice. But 
they forget that God judges of 
their characters according to 
what is in their hearts ; that he 
sees within them a disposition, or 
temper of mind prepared to every 
évil; and that the influence of 
his grace and providence alone 
hath kept them from acting it 
out. That persons are kept from 
the outward acts of sin is not suf- 
ficient proof that they are friends 
of God ; that they are sanctified 
by his Spirit, or in any measure 
meet for the holy inheritance of 
the saints: For it is evident that 
wicked men, as well as others, are 
subjects of divine restraints.— 
Most certainly a regular and in- 
offensive conduct towards men 
will be among the fruits of a 
sanctified heart ; but these effects 
may also be produced by the in- 
fluence of that grace and overrul- 
ing providence of God, which is 
common to all. Most needful, 
therefore, is that apostolical di- 
rection, Rom. xii..3, “ For I say, 
through the grace given to me, 
to every man, who is among you, 
not to think of himself more high- 
ly than he ought to think.” Did 
not we think more highly of our- 
selves than we ought, surely we 
should have but a low opinion of 
our own characters. In man, 
depraved and -debaced as he is, 
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how unseemly is pride and self- 
conceit ; how becoming humility 
and self-abasement. ‘* God re. 
sisteth the proud, but giveth 
grace to the humble.” Learn, 
O man, to make a due estimate 
of thine own character ; and in- 
stead of self-exaltation, and hop-« 
ing for heaven, on account of thy 
fair exterior conduct, prostrate 
thyself at the foot of sovereign 
mercy ;_ confess thyself a guilty 
rebel, and implore pardon thro’ 
the blood of atonement. 

2. Our obligation to God for 
his restraints is very great. Wel} 
may we dread the thought of be- 
ing left to ourselves, to pursue 
the dictates of our depraved 
hearts without controul. We 
shudder at the contemplation of 
some enormous crimes, which 
have been committed by our fel- 
low men ; how much more dread- 
ful to imagine owrse/ves the per- 
petrators of them! Perhaps we 
imagine it impossible, that we 
should ever do the same—that 
our hearts should be so bad as 
theirs. Because we have never 
been sensible of a disposition to 
proceed so far, we may conclude 
we have none of that evil princi- 
ple, which has actuated other 
great offenders. But does not 
the word of God teach us, that 
the hearts of the sons of men, 
without exception, are fu// of evil ; 
and that, ‘*‘ as in water face ans- 
wereth to face, so the heart of 
man to man?” Does not our own 
experience teach it? Have not 
qe, by nature, as well as others, 
carnal minds, which are enmity a- 
gainst God ? And canaheart full 
of enmity to the Creator be tho’t 
full of benevolence and goodness 
toward, his creatures? The rea- 
son why any do not perceive 
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such a root of wickedness in them- 
selves, as is calculated to produce 
every enormity; is; that God re- 
strains their lusts and passions. 
He does not suffer them to break 
torth to the full. . That same dis- 
position, whieh inclines one to 
cheat and injure his neighbor, 
which feels malicious towards 
him, and seeks to be revenged on 
him, would, if suffered to run its 
length, take away his life. There. 
fore the Apostle says, ** whosoev- 
er Aateth his brother is a murderer.” 
And that same disposition, which 
disobeys God and murmurs at his 
dealings, would dethrone him. 
All the broils and contentions, the 
wars and fightings and evil deeds 
in the world come from the /usts 
of men. If these were left uncon- 
troled, they would soon desolate 
the earth. We ought therefore 
to consider our high obligation to 
God for restraining these evil pas- 
sions of mens and to bless him 
for restraining ws in particular. 
When the Pharisee thanked God; 
that he was not as other men, he 
did not, it is believed, err as to 
the subject of thanksgiving ; for 
if he had been kept from any sin- 
ful acts, it was proper cause of 
thankfulness; But his fault was 
his pride, self-conceit and high o- 
pinion of his owm goodness, and 
in heart, ascribing to himself that, 
for which, in words, he gave 
thanks to God. Dost not thou 
Tun to the same excess as some 
others ? Consider, who made thee 
to differ. When thou hearest of 
the crimes of another, dost thou 
exult in thy superior goodness, be- 
cause thou hast not done the like, 
and consider thyself as much bet- 
ter than he? Reflect, hast thou 
any good which thou didst not re- 
cetveeswhich thou dost not con- 
O 
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tinually receive ? Remember it i3 
the distinguishing goodness of 
God to thee, which has prevent- 
ed thy falling inte as gross sins 
as others. Give him the glory, 
saying, with the Apostle, as to 
any thing good or commendable, 
** by the grace of God, J am what I 
am.”’ 

3. We may learn to be calm 
and contented under trying and 
affictive dispensations of Provi- 
dence. These are’ among the 
means, which God uses, to re- 
strain us from sin. They area 
furnace to purge from our hearts 
the dross of moral pollution If 
those occurrences, which thwart 
our views and wishes, are used as 
means to prevent sin in us, that 
worst of all evils, we have reason 
to be contented and thankful. 

4. The subject before us pre- 
sents, in a strong point of light, 
the importance of that direction 
of Solomon, “keep thy heart 
with all diligence.” 

Our greatest danger ever arises 
ffom our depraved hearts. In- 
deed no essential or durable harm 
can ever come to us from any o- 
ther quarter. Here then should 
we ever have a strong guard. It 
becomes us indeed to be sensible 
of our own insufficiency, and to 
beg that God wottld keep us from 
sin; but we have no righ, under 
pretence of trusting to divine pro- 
tection, to cease from our own 
exertions. Christ hath command- 
ed us not only to pray, but to 
qwaich. tf we pretend to pray, 
and do not watch, we discover 
our insincerity, and have no rea- 
son to expect God’s help. We 
read concerning some, that, “ de- 
cause they received not the love of thé 
truth, God gave them up to strong: 
delusions, that they should be- 
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lieve alie,”? 2 Thess. it. 10, 11. 
God gave up the people of Israel 
to their own hearts lust, as a pun- 
ishment for their sims. Ps. lxxxi. 
12. ‘The same appears to have 
been the case with those mention- 
ed in Rom. i. For their sins, God 
gave them uptosin. Dost thou 
neglect to watch the motions of 
thy heart, and to resist its evil pro- 
pensities ? Dost thou indulge its 
sinful passions, and sin against 
clear light? And hast thou well 
considered what may be the issue ? 
Dost thou consider, not only,that 
God sees thee, and will bring 
thee into judgment, and that thou 
deservest eternal wrath for thy 
present evil conduct; but also 
that an awful train of future 
wickedness may be the ccase- 
quence ? Hast thou any assur- 
ance that God, provoked by thy 
presumptuous sins, will not leave 
thee, as he has done many betore 
thee, to the control of thine own 
lusts arid passions; to sin with 
greediness, and treasure up to thy- 
self wrath against the day of wrath ? 
Dost thou reflect that, should he 
thus leave thee, thou wouldest 
Become such a monster of iniqut- 
ty, as to be absolutely intolerable 
on the earth ?—that to prevent 
thy further mischief, thou must 
be confined in that gloomy pris- 
on, in -those-chains of darkness, 
which God hath prepared to pun- 
ish rebels,and prevent their doin 

harm to others? May we all be 
disposed to watchfulness and 
prayer, to resist every rising cor- 
ruption of our hearts, to shun the 
appearance of evil, and practise ev- 
ery duty. May we be convinced 
of the importance, of the necessity, 
as we hope ever to be happy, not 
only of that grace, which may 
put a temporary check on our 
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lusts, but of that efficacious influ- 
ence of the Holy Spirit, which 
may subdue the evil principle in 
our hearts, which may cause all 
these o/d things, which are so nat- 
ural to us, to pass away, and all 
things to become new. 
SERVUS. 


INCONSISTENCY OF PREACHFRS, 


IT is frequently objected a- 
gainst a certain class of preachers, 
that their public addresses are re- 
plete with inconsistencies. In 
one part of their discourses, they 
tell their hearers, that it is their 
immediate duty to repent and be- 
lieve ; and in another, that re- 
pentance and faith are the gift of 
God. At onetime, they cal! 
upon them to accept the invita- 
tions of the gospel; at another, 


they teach them, that it is not in- 


their power to comply with this 
call. These representations are 
considered, by many, as being 
glaringly inconsistent ; and, see- 
ing no way to avoid them, unless 
it be by rejecting part of the sys- 
tem of doctrine, which is taught 
by these persons, they are, not 
unfrequently, tempted to discard 
some of the most obvious, and 
most important truths of the gos- 
pel. It is not my intention to 
undertake, at this time, a thor- 
ough investigation of this subject, 
and thus repel the charge of in- 
consistency. Leaving this for 
some abler pen, all that I pro- 
pose, is simply to call the atten- 
tion of those, who are staggered 
with this difficulty, to that opera- 
tion on the minds of men, which 
is called conviction, and lead 
them to inquire, whether the Ho- 
ly Spirit, m these impressions, 
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does not teach precisely the same 
things. 

The apostle Paul has given us 
the most concise, and, at the 
same time, the most perspictous 
account of conviction, with which 
we are any where furnished in 
the sacred volume. Speaking of 
himself, while under the opera- 
tion of this work, he says, Sin re- 
wived, and I died. From this dec- 
jaration, we easily gather, that 
conviction consists in two things : 
viz. arevival of sin, and a conse- 
quent death of the sinner. If, 
then, we can ascertain, distinctly, 
the several impressions compris- 
ed in these two branches, we 
shall, undoubtedly, have a very 
full and just view of what is call- 
ed conviction. Keeping this be- 
fore us as our guide, let us take a 
brief survey of the state of an a- 
wakened sinner’s mind. 

Constrained by the Holy Spir- 
it, to turn his attention within up- 
on himself, he finds, contrary to 
what he had previously supposed, 
that he is a transgressor of the 
law of God. The law, he per- 
ceives, requires the heart ;_ say- 
ing, ‘Thou shalt love the Lord 
with all thine heart, and thy 
neighbor as thyself. But, to this 
divine benevolence, he is cone 
scious, that he has always been a 
stranger. ‘The Spirit reads over 
to him, as it were, all the com- 
mands, and explains to him the 
nature and extent of each in par- 
ticular. And his conscience, a- 
roused from its former state of 
stupidity, immediately confesses, 
that he is guilty of all. For such 
obedience, says he, I have never 
hada heart. Thus his transgres- 
sions, which he had previously 
thought were few in number, are 
seen to arise like an innumerable 
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host ; and he is astonished to 
find, that all his days he has been 
doing nothing but transgress. 
The Spirit, however, does not 
leave him here, but demands of 
him, whether it is not his duty to 
obey the law. Oughitest thou 
not, says he, to love the Lord, 
and to love thy neighbor? And 
since thou hast not, is it not thy 
duty instantly to repent, and cast ae 
thyself on the mercy of God, by bn 
believing on his son ? To this de- xi 
mand, the trembling sinner op- 2a 
poses, in the first place, pleas and Ne 
excuses in his own justification. 
But the Spirit, holding up before 
him the light of divine truth, and 
showing him its propriety, sweeps 
away all his pleas, and constrains 
him to confess, that he is utterly Bt 
without excuse. Thus he is cone ms 
vinced, not only that he has traas- 
gressed, but that his transgressions 
are sinful—not only that he has 
broken the law of God, but that 
it is, and always has been, his im- | 
mediate and indispensable duty P| 
to obey it. He finds, of course, ee 
that he is sinful to a degree, of ‘a 
which he had previously not the | 
slightest conception. Sin has Ai 
now revived. . 
In consequence of this, Ae dies. af 
He finds himself to be truly dead a 
in trespasses and sins. He can 4 
see nothing within, but what is iy 
evil. He searches for something ‘a 
that is morally good, but finds it 
not, He finds, it is true, many 
instances of outward conformity 
to the law ; but, on a thorough 
examination, he is convinced, 
that not one of them is an instance 
of that obedience, which the law 
requires, He is constrained, of 
course, to consider himself in the 
light of a condemned malefactor 
—-condemned for every instance 
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of his conduct, through the whole 
course of his life. Anticipating, 
at the same time, the dreadful 
sentence of the law, he considers 
himself as already dead, and his 
imagination startles back with 
horror from the scene before him. 
-He looks round for help, but 
knows not where to findit. He 
tries to renew his heart, and la- 
bors much for this purpose in 
reading, meditation and prayer. 
But, the more he labors, the more 
he is convinced, that it is not in 
his power to effect so necessary a 
change. The opposition of his 
heart to God, and to his law, be- 
comes more and more apparent, 
and reduces him, at length, to 
the brink of despair. Driven 
thus from every other resource, 
he casts himself on the mercy of 
God, saying, Lord, unless thou 
hast mercy on me, and pluckest 
me as a brand from the burning, 
I must inevitably perish. Thus 
he is convinced, by the impres- 
sions made upon him, by the Ho. 
Iy Spirit, not anly that it is his 
duty to repent and believe imme- 
diately, but also that the power to 
perform is not in himself, but in 
God. So unconquerable do the 
sinful propensities of his heart ap- 
pear, as to convince him, that he 
is completely in the hand, and at 
the mercy of an almighty Save- 
reign. 

The view, which has now been 
taken of the state af an awaken- 
ed sinner’s mind, must, I think, 
be essentially included in the A- 
postle’s account of himself. If 
he had not been convinced, that 
it was his immediate duty to re- 
pent and believe, he could not 
have acknowledged himself guil- 
ty for continuing in transgression 
—-He could not have said with 
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propriety, Sin revived. On the 
other hand, had he found in hime 
self any good thing, any thing en- 
titling to life, or any ability to 
restore himself to the divine fa- 
vor, it would have been equally 
improper for him to have said, 
tT died. 

To the candid reader I now 
appeal, whether the Holy Spirit, 
in impressing conviction on the 
minds of sinners, does not teach 
precisely the same things, that 
are thought to be so glaringly 
inconsistent, when taught by a 
preacher of the gospel? And I 
ask those persons, who are con- 
tinually bringing forward objec- 
tions on this ground, why they 
co not advance them against the 
Spirit of the Lord ? Supposing a 
person of this description to be 
under deep conviction of his sin- 
ful, dependant, and helpless con- 
dition, why does he not, address- 
ing himself to the Holy Spirit, 
say, ** How inconsistent thou art 
to make such impressions on my 
mind? In the first place, thou 
makest me feel, that it is my im- 
mediate duty to repent and be. 
lieve, and in case I do not, thou 
thunderest in my ears the dread- 
ful curses of the law. In the 


‘next place, thou convincest me, 
P 


that it is not in my power to per- 
form what thou requirest ; or, 
which amounts to the same thing, 
that I have no heart to do what 
thou makest me sensible is my 
duty : And thus thou convincest 
me that I am in the hand and at 
the disposal of my Maker. But 
how glaringly inconsistent are 
these impressions? How can I 
possibly assent to the truth of thy 
dictates?’ It must be evident, 
I think, to every candid miud, 
that there is the same propriety 
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in objecting against the opera- 
tions of the Holy Spirit, as in 
objecting against those public 
addresses, of which these persons 
are continually complaining. If, 
then, in testifying the gospel of 
the grace of God, we say no oth- 
er things than are said by the Ho- 
ly Ghost .—if we lay ourselves 
open to no other objections than 
those, to which his work is liable, 
who will presume to say, that we 
ate either unfaithful, or unskilful 
in the ward of life? 1f we teach 
no other doctrine, or give no oth- 
er representations, than such as 
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the Holy Spirit impresses on the 
mind of every awakened sinner, 
who will dare to say, that our 
declarations are either inconsist- 
ent, discouraging, or unimport- 
ant? If any question the truth of 
the statements, or addresses, 
which we make on this point, let 
us appeal to the state of a sin- 
ner’s mind, when under deep and 

enuine conviction: And if any 
still object, let them know, that 
their controversy 1s not with us, 


but with the Spirit of the Lord. 


HEMAN. 
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MISCELLANY. 


= 


Conjidence in God, illustrated in the 
care of the charitable institution at 
Fall, in Saxony in Germany, foun- 
ded by Auc. Herm. Franck. 


Extracted from the preface to a little 
piece, written by professor Franck, 
entitled, ** The most useful way of 
Preaching.”’—Printed at Boston, 
1740. 


WHEN we look into the scrip- 
tures, we find, that the children of 
God have the promise, not only 
of the life that is to come, but of 
that also which nowis. They 
are assured that their heavenly 
Father knows what they need, and 
that he will withhold from them 
no good thing. On this ground, 
our blessed Lord directs them not 
to be anxious, saying, What shall 
we eat, what shall we drink, or 
wherewithal shall we be clothed. 
He bids them consider the vege- 
table productions of the field, and 
abserve how richly they were 
clothed by divine bounty, and 


then asks, Shall he not much more 
clothe you, O ye of little faith ? 
Though these promises are very 
plain and positive, a spirit of un- 
belief, in relation to them, seems 
to have entered very deeply into 
the hearts of christians, at the pres- 
ent day. A few have been found, 
whose pious minds, Soaring on the 
wings of a rigorous faith, have 
left the generality of their breth- 
ren far below them, and who, 
committing their worldly con- 
cerns to the direction of divine 
Providence, have been taught by 
a long train of remarkable events, 
that God is faithful, and that 
none shall trust the Lord in vain. 
Instances of this kind deserve to 
be kept in remembrance, for the 
purpose of confounding the Infi- 
del, confirming the doubting, and 
encouraging the pious béliever to 
press forward toward such exalt- 
ed attainments. 

Few inatances, of this -kind, 
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have been more extraordinary, 
than what has been recorded in 
the case of Aug. Herm. Franck, 
Professor of Divinity in the Uni- 
versity of Hall, and founder of 
the Orphan house in that vicini- 
ty. An account of this institu. 
tion, and of the remarkable man- 


‘ner in which it was carried on, 


was drawn up by Professor 
Franck, and afterwards published 
under the title of Pietas Hallensis. 
A short abstract from that inter- 
esting work may perhaps be of 
some use in this day of infidelity. 

When this pious professor was 
first settled in the ministry in the 
suburbs of Hall, according to the 
custom of charitably disposed 
persons, he assigned one day in 
every week for the poor to come 
and receive alms at his door. 
Their miseries, but especially 
their ignorance and wickedness, 
affected him very sensibly. It 
grieved him particularly to see 
such numbers of children grow- 
ing up in a dissolute way, and pre- 
paring, perhaps, for the commis- 
sion of the most abominable 
crimes. This consideration in- 
duced him to make some attempt 
for their spiritual as well as bodi- 
ly relief. With this view, he, in 
the first place, took all the poor, 
who came for alms, into his bouse, 
and there, in the presence of the 
older persons, instructed the chil- 
dren in the principles of religion, 
and concluded the exercise with 
prayer. This was introduced in 
the beginning of the year 1694. 
The number of poor, who came 
to this exercise, becoming nume- 
rous, and the expense attending 
it increasing, the professor was ne- 
cessitated to seek for assistance, 
in carrying on this good work, 
For this purpose, he sat yp in his 
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parlor an alms-box, over which 
were written these words, 1 John 
il. 17, Whoso hath this world’s 
goods, and seeth his brother have need, 
and shutteth up his bowels of compas- 
sion from him, how dwelleth the lowe 
of God in him? And underneath, 
2 Cor, ix. 7, Every man, according 
as he purposeth in his heart, so let him 
give, not grudgingly, or of necessity, 
for God toveth a cheerful giver. A 
bout three months after this box 
was thus set up, a certain person 
put into it, at one time, a sum e- 
qual to about feur dollars. When 
the pious professor took this sum 
in his hand, he said, in the full 
assurance of faith, * This is now 
a considerable fund, worthy to be 
laid out in some important under- 
taking ; I will therefore take it 
for the foundation of a charity 
school.”? In pursuance of this 
noble thought, part of it was im- 
mediately laid out in purchasing 
books, and the remainder, in hir- 
ing a poor student to instruct the 
children two hours in a day. 
When this fund was nearly ex- 
pended, some friends who came 
to visithim, and who highly ap- 
proved his undertaking, contribu- 
ted considerably more. On which 
he enlarged his plan, distributing 
alms three times in a week, and 
extending the time of instruction 
from three to five hours. After 
he had proceeded on this plan, 
for some time, he perceived, that 
all his endeavors were likely to 
be frustrated, by the company, 
with which they associated, when 
absent from his school. This 
made him resolve to choose out 
twelve of the more hopeful of 
them, and to venture on their 
maintenance, as well as educa- 
tion. Accordingly, he put out 
this number to persons of honor, 
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integrity and piety, to be educa- 
ted by them. But as this little 
beginning began to be known a- 
broad, several persons sent in con- 
siderable sums, which induced 
him to alter and enlarge his plan. 
A house was now hired, and con- 
verted into a hospital for poor Or- 
phans. This was done in 1696. 
Contributions were now Sent in, 
in considerable sums, and more 
children admitted, from time to 
time, till at length the house be- 
came too small to accommodate 
the great number, which he char- 
itably supported. He now began 
to think of erecting a large and 
commodious building, having oc- 
casion for one that would accom- 
modate at least two hundred per- 
sons. Buthis stock of money was 
at this time so far spent, that he had 
not a sufficiency, as he writes, to 
build evena small cottage. Under 
these circumstances, several of his 
friends dissuaded him from un- 
dertaking a work of such magni- 
tude. But the Lord strengthen- 
ed his faith so powerfully, and 
supported him with such a pres- 
ence of mind, as raised him above 
all discouragement. 

Accordingly, July 13, 1698, 
the foundation of a spacious hos- 
pital was laid, Jn the name of God, 
without any settled fund, or so 
much asa promise from any con- 
siderable person to contribute to- 
wards its buildings * And now,” 
the professor writes, “I was to 
wait upon God, and from week 
to week, receive at his hand what 
he would graciously be pleased 
to furnish me with, for carrying 
on the building.”? The daily ex- 
pence for maintaining and in- 
structing the poor was now, of 
itself, very considerable; but no- 
thing couid discourage the pious 
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professor. His faith kept pace 
with his growing charity, nor did 
the God, in whom he confided, 
ever disappoint his high raised 
expectations. By seemingly ac- 
cidental contributions, sent-in by 
charitable persons, not only in 
Germany, but in most other coun- 
tries in Europe, the building was 
regularly carried on, and the poor 
maintained and instructed as usu- 
ai. At several times, the good 
professor’s faith was severely tri- 
ed, by pressing necessities ; but his 
recourse was always to God, by 
prayer, and he always met with 
a gracious answer. From a preat 
number of instances of this kind, 
a few may be selected, as memo- 
rable testimonials of the power of 
faith, and efficacy of prayer. 

At one time he writes thus: 
“ All provisions were now gone, 
when the steward declared there 
was a necessity of buying some 
cattle to furnish the table, and 
other necessaries. Under these 
pressing circumstances, I found 
one comfort, which was a presence 
of mind in prayer, joined with a 
confident dependence upon the 
Lord, who heareth the very cry 
of the young ravens. When pray- 
er was over, I heard some person 
knock at the door, and on open- 
ing it, found there an acquaint- 
ance, holding in his hand a letter 
and a parcel of money wrapt up, 
which he presented me, and I 
found therein fifty crowns, sent a 
great way, for the relief of our 
poor.” At another time, he 
writes: “There was want again 
in every corner. ‘The steward 
brought me his book, and desired 
me to defray the weekly charges. 
My recourse was to God, thro’ 
faith, ‘The expences were neces- 
sary, and I saw not the least pro- 
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vision, nor any way to procure 
it. This made me resolve to re- 
tire to my closet, and beg the 
Lord’s assistance in so pressing a 
ecessity ; but as I was prepar- 
ing for prayer, I received a leiter 
from a merchant, intimating that 
he was ordered to pay a thousand 
crowns to me, for the relief of 
the hospital. This put me in 
nind of that saying, /t shall come 
to. pass, that before they call, I will 
answer; and while they are yet 
speaking, I will hear. Neverthe- 
less, I entered my closet, but in- 
stead of begging ard praying, as 
I had designed, I praised and ex- 
tolled the name of the Lord.” 
«¢ Another time I stood in need 
of a considerable sum of money, 
insomuch that an hundred crowns 
would not have served my turn ; 
and yet I saw not the least aps 
pearance how I might be sup- 
plied with an hundred groats. 
"The steward came, and set forth 
the want we were in. I bid him 
come again after dinner, and I 
resolved to put up my prayers to 
the Lord for his assistance. When 
he came, after dinner, I was stili 
in the same want, and so appoint- 
ed him to come again in the eve. 
ning. Inthe mean time, a friend 
of mine.came to see me; and 
with him I joined in prayer, and 
found myself much moved to 
praise and magnify the Lord for 
all his admirable dealings to- 
wards mankind, even from the 
beginning of the world ; and the 
most remarkable instances came 
readily to my remembrance, 
whilst I was praying. I was so 
elevated in praising and magni- 
fying God, that I insisted only 
on that exercise of my present de- 
votion, and found no inclination 
to put up many anxious petitions 
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to be delivered out of the presen¢ 
necessity. Atlength, my friend 
taking his leave,,l accompanied 
him to the door, where I found 
the steward on one side, waiting 
for the money he wanted, and on 
the other a person, who brought 
one hundred and fifty crowns, 
for the support of the hospital.’ 
‘hus this famous hospital, which 
has since been one of the most il- 
lustrious ornaments and supports 
of the protestant interest in Ger- 
many, was built with no other 
fund than that of faith. Surely 
we may say, This is the Lord’s 
doing, and it is marvellous in our 
eyes. = ae 

The institutron was still to de- 
pend on divine providence for its 
future support: And for this the 
professor’s faith neither failed, 
nor were his hopes in the least 
disappointed. During the term 
of near thirty years, in which he 
continued to superintend its inter- 
ests, it not only flourished, but 
gradually increased. Insomuch, 
that in the year 1731, four years 
after the professor’s death, the 
number of scholars and children 
in the several schools, attached to 
the institution, amounted to 
2300, and the number of stu- 
dents, employed in instructing 
them, to 160. 

On reviewing this interesting 
Harrative, we are furnished, per- 
haps, with one very considerable 
reason why such remarkable in- 
terpositions of Divine Providence, 
in favor of the godly, are not 
now frequent. It is evident, that 
this pious professor sought not 
his own things, but the things of Je- 
sus Christ. He rested upon the 
promises, not that he might be 
great in the world, but that, in 
imitation of his divine master, he 
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might be enabled to do good. 
And, perhaps, it may be ascer- 
tained, on a thorough investiga- 
tion, that every similar instance 
33 found in persons of a similar 
cast. Forgetting themselves, and 
having their hearts absorbed in 
love to the souls of men, they 
have been enabled to_ take hold 
on the promises, and God, in his 
dispensations toward them, has 
made it evident, that it is to such 
a faith that these promises are 
made. But the bulk of chris- 
tians, scarcely knowing what it 
is to be thus devoted to the inter- 
ests of benevolence, do not take 
hold on these promises with a 
proper spirit, and therefore, have 
no claim totheir fulfilment. Tey 
ask, but receive not because they ask 
amiss, to consume tt on their lusts. 
Pride, sensuality, or ambition, 
tather than the love of souls, ex- 
cites in them & desire to possess 
the common bounties of life, and 
disposes them to plead with God 
for a fulfilment of his promises. 
At the same time, not perceiving 
that any observable answers are 
eranted, they feel habitually as 
though prayer was of little use in 
relation to the concerns of this 
life ; and therefore, in this pat- 
ticular, offer it up in the true 
Spirit of unbelief. And surely it 
cannot be wonderful that prayer, 
proceeding from such a source, 
and offered up in such a manner, 
should be unavailing. Let chris- 
tians lay aside their partiality to 
themselves, and become what our 
blessed Lord requires, when he 
bids them be ready to lose their 
lives for his sake and the gospel, 
and it would probably appear, 
with a force of evidence not to 
be denied, that the effectual, fervent 


| prayer of a righteous man availeth 
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THOUGHTS ON PROV. XXIII. 7. 
For as he thinketh in his heart, so 
nls is he. 

FEW passages of scripture 
have been more frequently per- 
verted, and made to support 2 
sentiment farther from the design 
of the Holy Spirit, than this pas- 
sage from Solomon. It is fre- 
quently quoted to support that 
unbounded liberality of senti- 
ment, which is so zealously con- 
tended for at the present day. It 
is said that the passage means, 
Ifa man sincerely think he is right, 
whatever his opinions may be, he is 
right ; that he is really, as he thinks 
he is.. Hence it is concluded, that it 
is safe, for all to believe and practise 
according to their own judgment. In 
view of this construction, my as- 
tonishment, that such a sentiment 
should be advocated by any, who 
pretend to believe the Bible, is 
equalied only by my surprise that 
the words of Solomon should be 
adduced to support it. 

This interpretation of the text 
isabsurd. To believe that those, 
whose religious tenets are in di- 
rect opposition, may be right, is 
to stippose both sides of a contra- 
diction may be true ; and to asserf, 
that both sides of a contradice 
tion may be true, is the height 
of absurdity. The above con- 
struction of the words of Solo- 
mon sanctions all the heresy, su- 
perstition, and fanaticism, which 
have overturned the peace and 
order of society, and destroyed 
the bodies and souls of millions of 
the human race. It sanctions a- 
theism, deism, infidelity, and evs 
ery absurd and corrupt opinion, 
which has ever been embraced by 
ignorant and depraved mortals. 
Paul. before his conversion, veri- 
ly thought he ought to do many 
things contrary to the name of 
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Jesus of Nazareth ; he felt him- 
self justified in being exceedingly 
mad against the church, and in 
binding and imprisoning the fol- 
lowers of Christ. Was it right 
for him thus to do, because he 
verily thought he ought to do it? 
Did he justify himself after his 
conversion? So far from this, ‘he 
declared himself the chief of sin- 
ners, the least of all saints, and as 
not fit to live because he persecut- 
ed the church. Were the Pharisees 
right in rejecting the Messiah, and 
the Jews in putting him to death 
because they verily thought they 
ought to do it? The papists, a 
few centuries. since, thought their 
happiness in a future world would 
be in proportion to the number 
of protestants they murdered ; 
and however abominable their 
¢rimes, they supposed if they 
should kill one heretic, or protest- 
ant, it would atone for all their 
guilt. Are we to believe an o- 
pinion, which in its operation jus- 
tifies crimes of such a nature? 
Which pronounces all the absurd 
and contradictory sentiments of 
men right, and justifies that prac- 
tice, to which their sentiments 
haveled ? lf not, then the senti- 
ment, that all men are as right 
as they think themselves to be, is 
absurd and false. 

The above construction of the 
passage is as repugnant to the 
scriptures as to reason. The 
apostle places heresy in that cat- 
alogue of crimes,* which will ex- 
clude men from the kingdom of 
heaven, and he asserts there are 
damnable heresies. We are forbid- 
den to receive any one into our 
houses, or even bid him God 
speed, who holds not the doc- 





* Gal. iv. 19. 
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trine of Christ. We are requir- 
ed to contend earnestly for the 
faith, and to shun every false way. 
From these injunctions of scrip- 
ture we must conclude that it is 
not a matter of indifference what 
aman believes. They do not 
comport with the sentiment, that 
all men are as right as they sup- 
pose themselves to be. I need 
not further confute an opinion so 
obviously absurd, and contrary 
to both reason and scripture. 
How it should come to pass that 
any should suppose that the word: 
of Solomon support such a senti- 
ment, it is difficult to conceive. 
If any doubt can exist respecting 
the import of the passage, when 
separated from the context, a 
view of the connexion will in- 
stantly remove it. 

The wise man cautions against 
self-indulgence, against avarice, 
and visiting those, who are penu- 
rious. People wish to be thought 
generous, and to make a shew of 
their liberality, when they are ve- 
ry parsimonious. ‘ Eat thou not 
the bread of him, that hath an 
evil eye, neither desire tiou his 
dainty meats. For as he think- 
eth in his heart, so is he. Eat 
and drink, saith he to thee, but 
his heart is not with thee.”” The 
mouths of some are full of kind- 
ness, and their offers are gene- 
rous ; but the language of their 
hearts does not correspond with 
that of their lips. They are the 
best pleased, when we compli- 
ment their generosity, and decline 
their invitation. We should 
form an erroneous opinion of 
such men, were we to determine 
their characters from their ap- 
pearance in the view of men. 
Hence as a man thinketh in his 
heart, so is he. 
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covetous disposition, he is a cov- 
etous man, whatever shew he may 
make of his liberality. A man’s 
real character is not as he imag- 
ines it, but according to the 
thoughts of his heart; his true 
character must be denominated 
from the thoughts of his heart, 
and not from his outward con- 
duct. EXPOSITOR. 


(Miss. Mag. ] 


"aw 
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The following Extract is from the 
Christian Mirror. It will serve 
to exemplify the faults to which a 
person of ardent feelings is liable, 
even when earnestly engaged in 
pursuing a religious course. 


{ Evan. Int. 


“Miss L. was a young lady 
of an amiable temper, great sin- 
cerity, and uncommon flow of 
spirits ; to these natural qualifi- 
cations was added every accom- 
plishment which might be expect- 
ed from an affluent situation in 
life ; her company was sought by 
all the young and gay of her ac- 
quaintance, and every visit seem- 


ed dull, if Miss L. was not of the 


) party. 


“Her friends, however, dis- 


: covered that she suddenly be- 
| came gloomy and melancholy ; 
» her company was no longer 


| pleasant, and she, whem every 


ER er wing 


one had admired and flattered, 
was sneered at asa Methodist,* 
and avoided as a religious enthu- 
Siast ; the only kind of enthusiasm 
which worldly people uniformly 
condemn. A man may be an 
enthusiast in poetry, palating, mu- 





* The name of Methodist is appli- 


ed to many classes of dissenters in 
England. 
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sic, or philosophy ; that is, he 
may be unreasonably attached to 
them, and the world will admire 
him for that very attachment ; 
but let him shew as great a zeal 
for the cause of God, and the 
welfare of his soul, (a cause to 
which our attachment can never 
be unreasonably strong, nor our 
attention too eager) and every 
tongue will condemn him. 

“The following circumstance 
occasioned the change in Miss L. 
which rendered her so very disa- 
greeable to her former admirers, 
On a Lord’s day evening one of 
her friends proposed going to 
hear a popular minister, who was 
to preach in the town where she 
lived. As, from unexpected dis- 
appointments, they could not 
make up their party at cards, it 
was thought the dull hour might 
as well be passed away in the 
house of God, and accordingly 
these two ladies agreed to go. 
The discourse was occasioned by 
the death of a young person who 
had been suddenly called into e- 
ternity : the sermon was adapted 
to the event, and, for once in her 
life, Miss L.. became serious. She 
listened, mused, wondered at the 
truths she heard, and in vain en- 
deavored to conceal her flowing 
tears. | When the service was o- 
ver she went home with her com- 
panion, but not a word was spok- 
en. Each of them carefully con- 
cealed from their friends the place 
where they had been; the cone, 
because she was ashamed of what 
she felt, and the other, because 
she was angry with herself, for 
having been the occasion of all 
this anxiety and distress to her 
amiable friend. It was, howev- 
er, soon visible enough to all, that 
Miss L. was deeply affected witl: 
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something ; but nobody could 
account for it ; one suspected she 
was ill, another that she had been 
offended ; they were willing to 
Suppose any thing, rather than 
that their gay companion could 
be so weak as to be affected by 
any thing said in @ pulpit. ‘They 
thought of a thoysand other caus- 
es,-while she at an early hour re- 
tired to her chamber ; but it was 
to weep, not to rest. The faith- 
ful warnings of the preacher still 
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ing the same minister, who had 
filled her mind with terror, she 
experienced a degree of comfort. 
While he was representing Christ 
as the able and willing Saviour 
of the chief of sinners, her féars 
were cissipated, the garment of 
praise was given her for the spir- 
it of heaviness, and the oi! of joy 
for moyrning. She now became 
as cheerful as ever, but her hap- 
piness flowed from a different 
source ; praise was continually in 


.  —— 
Cot asl oY, 





y rung in her ears, and she could herlips. She became anxious to i 

th not sleep. Her distress continu- bring her acquaintance to the . 

‘s ed for several days, and was in- same Saviour whom she had i 

i creased by the attempts of her found, and fondly imagined if i 

i friends to remove it. - Their a- they would but give her a hear- s 

bE musements, their pleasures, their ing, they must be convinced. n 

ie vain conversation, was loathsome “‘ As her carnal acquaintance D 

(di to her ; instead of healing, they soon forsook her, she acquired a Si 

i ageravated the wound in her new set of acquaintance, who, i: 

Mi conscience ; andinthe whole cir- though inferior to her former [i © 

i cle of her acquaintance, there was ones in quality, in fortune, and tl 

% not one who could direct her to in rank, were greatly superiorto JR ft 

4 aremedy. Atlength it was set- them in virtue, piety, andsolid —P @ 
| tled, by all, that she had lost her worth. Their society contribu. [ 

senses ; andthe poor distracted ted much to her comfort, and fs ow 

girl became the subject of con- growthin grace. She had a — P! 

versation and pity in every com- heart peculiarly formed for the JR i 

pany. Itwas found out thatshe enjoymentsofChristiancommun-. J, [ 

had been meddling with religion, ion, and she frequently stoodin [ER it 

and there was not a doubt but it need of the counsel, and some- ity 

had made her mad. Every ex- times of the gentle rebukes of gC 

pression of sympathy for her was her judicious friends. Her inex- en 

mingled with caution against hav- perience in religion, and the ca 

ing too much to do with religion; warmth of her temper, frequent- Sei 

ly led ker into errors. She was m\ 






and her connexions rejoiced in the 
persuasion, that they had just e- 
nough to carry them to heaven, 
without the possibility of its caus- 
ing any derangement on earth. 
Indeed, her distress was so great, 
that, had she not met with relief, 
it might have ended in rea/ luna- 
cy: but he, who knoweth our in- 
firmities, and remembereth we 
are but dust, administered to her 
strong consolation. Under hear- 


always judging of her state in the 
sight of God, by her own frame 
and feelings: thus, if she was in 
a lively frame, she would think 
well of her state, but when her 
natural spirits sunk, she would 
then imagine there was no grace 
in her heart. ‘The last sermon 
she heard was the worst, or the 
best she had ever heard in her 
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move the passions, however inju- 
dicious, or erroneous, if not gross- 
ly so, he was sure to have her ap- 

lause. If any persons appeared 
at all under serious impressions, 
Miss IL. would at once pronounce 
them converted; and was, some- 
times, angry with the more grave 
and thoughtful, who wished to 
judge of the tree, not by its blos- 
soms, but by its fruits. Her 
friends lamented her want of 
self-oovernment ; she was some- 
how betrayed into levities unbe- 
coming her profession. Being 
in the habit of feeling and speak- 
ing warmly, she often made 
streng declarations of attach- 
ment, when, perhaps, she hardly 
meant haif what she said ; and 
sometimes she would make prom- 
ises, without considering whether 
she could fulfil them ; not to say 
that she now and then forgot to 
fulfil them when she was able to 
do it. 

‘Hasty in her decisions, she 
would often say and do many im- 
prudent things, and frequently 
did not use the best means for at- 
taining desirable objects : though 
it must be allowed, by her activ- 
ity in embracing seasons of doing 
good, she often accomplished her 
end, when the more prudent and 
cautious Christian has lost the 
Season, in reflecting upon the 
most proper means of improving 
it. The poor often felt ker be- 
nevolence, and the afflicted were 
often refreshed by her kind and 
friendly visits; her soul was dis- 
posed to sympathy ; she wept 
with them that wept, and rejoic- 
ed with them that rejoiced.— 
Lukewarm professors would be 
disposed to mark every little fail- 
ing in a character whose zeal re- 
proached their own indifference : 
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and it is to be lamented that she 
so often furnished them with an 
opportunity. Her more intimate 
friends admired the excellencies, 
without overlooking the defects 
of her character, and would some- 
times warn her of her danger ; 
neither was she backward in tak. 
ing teproof : but whether the 
warnings were not given with 
sufficient faithfulness, or repeated 
with sufficient frequency, we can- 
not determine: however it was, 
Miss L. seemed but little benefit. 
ted by them ;_ her natural dispo. 
sition got the better of every ef- 
fort, and she continued the same 
iraprudent, affectionate, changca- 
ble, amiable creature. 

“« At length her haste and ime 
prudence became its own cure ; 
and the kind providence of God 
accomplished that by afflictions, 
which the concern of her friends 
had in vain attempted. A few 
months after Miss L’s conver- 
sion, her relatives became so far 
reconciled as to behave towards 
her with civility, and she visited 
them occasionally. At first her 
visits were short, and she was al. 
ways upon her guard; being 
generally accompanied by some 
Christian friend. But one day, 
unhappily, she made one among 
a large party, composed of  car- 
nal and worldly persons. Miss L, 
was determined to show them she 
was not ashamed of her religion ; 
indeed, pride, under the disguise 
of zeal, was her principal motive 


for making this visit : according- 


ly she took the first opportunity 
of introducing her favorite sub- 


ject ; none of the company seem- 


ed disposed to listen to her, ex- 
cept a military gentleman, who 
was too polite not to attend to a 


lady. Miss L. delighted that at 
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length she had obtained a hear- 
ing, went on most fluently, began 
to fancy she was doing good, and 
at last could not help exclaiming, 
* Dear captain D. how I long for 
your conversion !’ ‘l'lie captain 
replied, with his accistomed po- 
liteness, ‘I should be happy, Miss 
L. to be converted by you, would 
you favor me with another inter- 
view.’ This was agreed to with- 
out amoment’sthought. From 
that time they became intimate. 
The captain left off swearing, and 
other outward immoralities, at- 
tended Miss L. with the utmost 
assiduity to the house of God, 
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and very rarely, could she at- 
tend the public means of grace ; 
and ina great measure she was 
cut off from ail her religious con- 
nexions. These were heavy tri- 
als. She had no companion. but 
her Bible, no friend but her God 
and Saviour, no means of grace 
but those of a private nature ; 
nevertheless, she has often said 
that, before her afflictions, she 
talked about religious enjoy ments ; 
now she dnew what they were. 
Her devotions were indeed often 
interrupted by blasphemy and a- 
buse, her Bible sometimes ta- 


ken from her ; but nothing could 
separate her from the love of 
God, and the enjoyment of his 
presence. She now lived and 
walked by faith, in a more emi- 
nent degree-than she had ever 
done before. She had abundant 
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admired all that she admired, 
and so completely won her af- 
fections, that he very soon pos- 
sessed himself of her fortune, and 
her person, by a precipitate mar- 
riage. It was in vain that her 
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friends argued with her on the 
propriety of waiting to. see if 
there was really a change in the 
heart of the person to whom she 
was about to attach herself for 
life. She was too proud of her 
convert to doubt a moment of 
the reality of the change. All 
remonstrances were useless ; she 
declared that the finger of Prov- 
idence was so evident in the whole 
affair, that nothing should re- 
strain her. As Soon as captain 
D. had gained the object, he was 
not very ceremonious in throw- 
ing off the mask which Miss L. 
had given him the trouble of 
wearing but for a short time: at 
first he laughed at all religion as 
fit only for women and fools, and 
at length, he openly and violent. 
ly persecuted his amiable wife. 

‘‘ It is unnecessary to enter in- 
to a particular account of the tri- 
als which Mrs. D. was now call- 
ed to undergo. With difficulty, 


occasion for all her natural spir- 
its, and if she had not been re- 
markably favored in this respect, 
must have sunk under her heavy 
burden. What the kind endeav- 
ors of her friends could never ef- 
fect, was now produced by the 
severity of affliction ; and a de- 
gree of excellence appeared in 
the character of this lady which 
had never before been manifested. 
Her cheerfulness appeared truly 
amiable, and unmixed with the 
frailties to which she had been 
subject. As she was now forced 
to read more, and converse less 
about religion, her judgment be- 
came more solid. Her zeal was 
in nothing diminished ; but it 
was tempered with prudence. 
By her meekness and patience she 
has often Gisarmed the rage of a 
brutal husband ; yet she display- 
ed fortitude in what she knew 
was right and consistent with the 
divine will : but she had already, 
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to her cost, experienced too much 
the sad effects of the weakness of 
her own judgment to shew any 
thing of vain-glory, or positive- 
ness in defending her opinions. 
‘This flower, which now dis- 
played new charms, and appear- 
ed peculiarly beautiful, was not 
long to adorn the garden of God 
onearth. Severe trials, in a few 
years, exhausted the spirits of the 
once animated Miss L.; and 
though her mind was vigorous, 


and her soul in prosperity, yet’ 


her body sunk under the pressure 
of accumulated trials, and after a 
short and rough continuance 
here, she waS removed into that 
state *“* where the wicked cease 
from troubling, and the weary 
are at rest.”’ 
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THE FATHERS. 


In the sacred writings, the 
name of Fathers is given to the 
ancient elders and prophets of the 
Jewish church. Inthe christian 
world it is employed in allusion 
to. the more early apologists and 
martyrs for the cause of the Re. 
deemer. As reference is often 
heard, in discourses from the pul- 
pit, to their writings and charac- 
ters, the subsequent statement 
taken from the “ Ecclesiastes” of 
bishon, Wilkins, it is presumed, 
will be acceptable, especially to 
our youthful readers, 


‘The ancient Fathers are usu- 
ally reckoned up according to the 
centuries in which they lived. 

The first century, 
Clemens Romanus, 
(enatius, 

Dionysius Areopagita, 
Polycarp. 
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' Athanasius, 
































The second century. 
Justin Martyr, i 
Athenagoras, ie 
Irenzus. . ie, 

The third century. ‘ 

Tertullian, 
Theophilus Antiochinus, 
Clemens Alexandrinus, 
Origen, 
Gregorius Thaumatergus, 
Cyprian, 
Arnobius, 
Lactantius. 

The fourth century. 
Eusebius Cesariensis, 


Hilarius, 

Cyril, 

Basil, 

Gregory Nazianzen, i: 
Epiphanius, te 
Ambrose, aa 
Gregorius Nyssenus, 
Theodoret, 
Hieronymus, 
Chrysostom. 

The fifth century. rh 
Augustine, RY 
Cyril of Alexandria, po 
Chrysologus, : 1 
Salvian, ot 
Prosper, 

Fulgentius. 
The sixth and seventh centuries. 
Gregory the Great. 

The eighth century. 

Beda, 
Damascenus. 

The ninth century. 

Nicephorus. 
The tenth, eleventh, and twelfth cen 
turtes. 
Theophylact, 
Anselm, 
Bernard, 
Peter Lombard. 
There are a few others who 
are called lesser fathers, but the 
above are the principal.” 
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he characters of some of the 
most eminent are thus drawn by 
Erasmus : 

Basil is luminous, pious, sound, 
sweetly grave, and gravely sweet, 
employing no exuberance of 
words. 

Athanasius in teaching is wori- 
derful. 

The writings of Chrysostom 
are popular, and accommodated 
to the ears and affections of the 
uneducated multitude. 

In Gregory Nazianzen there 
is much quickness of inteliect, 
and a sufficient vehemence. 

Tertullian is unpolished, yet 
keen in confuting heretics, and 
severe in exposing vices. 

Cyprian is open, vehement, se 
rious, and pleasingly fluent. 

The sentences of Ambrose are 
shrewd, affected, and often very 
obscure. . 

Hieronymus is apt at every 
kind of writing, and ardent in ex- 
citing the affections. 

Augustine is happy and elo- 
quent in unpremeditated compo- 
sition, but he is rather pleasing 
than profound. 

Prudentius breathes much of 
Christian eloquence 

Bernard is cheerful, and 
prompt in awakening the pas- 
sions. ibid. 
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SUCCESSFUL REPROOF. 
Messrs. Editors, 

ONE of your subscribers 
was at a tavern, in a Seaport town, 
where were seven or eight per- 
sons conversing on scenes of van- 
ity, singing the most wanton and 
disgustful songs, and using the 
most profane language. As I 
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sat reading by myself, one of the 
company asked me, how I liked 
one of the songs. ‘ Truly, gen- 
tlemen,’ said I, ‘I hardly know 
what you have been singing.’ 
He was answered by another of 
the cofipany, ‘my cousin seems 
to be d—m/’d religious some how 
of other to-night,’ which caused 
among them much laughter and 
merriment. Immediately the 
company began to deride relig- 
ion. After a few minutes, I re- 
quested the liberty to ask them a 
question, to which théy consent- 
ed. * Gentlemen, suppose either 
of you were in an adjoining room, 
and should hear your name used 
with that levity and profaneness, 
with which the name of God has 
beeri used hete this evening, 
would you not be highly offend- 
ed??* ‘¢ Truly,’ several of them 
replied, ‘we should be much of- 
fended.” The conversation im- 
mediately turned upon religious 
Subjects. Though the company, 
after this, continued together two 
or three hours, there was not a 


profane word used, by either of 


them. 

Questions occasioned by the 
preceding anecdote. Do net 
professing christians often, when 
in rude company, at taverns, and 
on journies, neglect giving re- 
proofs through fear of offending 


the profane, or the want of more, 


love for the honor of reMvion ? 
When this is the case, do they 
let their light shine before. the 
world, as they are commanded ? 
Do they not hide it undér a bush- 
el ? Do they not miake what they 


think will be the consequences, if 





* This question was probably sug- 
gested by the anecdote published Vol. 
I. page 16, Ep. 
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they give reproof, their rule of 
duty, instead of the word of God? 
Might they not often be the 
means of good, if they were more 
frequent and faithful in giving 
reproof, when occasions offered ? 
Reproof, timely and meekly ad- 
ministered, is often attended with 
irresistible convictionon the mind. 
Believe, and go and do thou 
likewise. 


HINT TO YOUNG CHRISTIANS, 


AFTER the battle of Ma- 
rathon, Themistocles, tho’ then 
very young, emulous of the glo- 
ry of Miltiades, the conqueror, 
was observed to keep much alone, 
to be very pensive, to watch 
‘vhole nights, and not to attend 
the usual entertainments. Being 
asked the reason by his friends, 
he replied, ** T’he trophies of Mil- 
tiades will not suffer me to sleep.” 
Thus, fired with a love of glory, 
as might easily be conjectured, he 
became the first man in Greece. 
—Young Christians, what ideas 
does the reading of this excite in 
your minds ? Do you not say, “ If 
earthly honor hath such attrac- 
tions to the children.of this-world, 
how should my sol be fired with 
ihe ambition of gaming the glo- 
ries of heaven! 'Themistocles has 
foregone allthe pleasures of youth, 
to have his name inscribed in the 
rolis of fame; and shail not I 
cheerfully give up the same, to 
havé my name: enrolled in the 
Lamb’s book of life? Yes, if you 
have the Spirit of God, the usual 
‘musements of youth will not 


only be disused, but disrelished 

PF gg = “7 Eh b 4 

yyou. You will give them up, 
t only because they are dis- 
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pleasing to your master, inconsist- 
ent with the arduous business in 
which you are engaged, of striv-~ 
ing for the victory, and the ob- 
taining a crown of-glory, but in 
addition to these reasons, because 
they are now insipid; you have 
lost your taste for them; they 
are now an object of disgust. It 
is the peculiar advantage of pure 
and undefiled religion, that it 
gives a disrelish for every thing 
it forbids. The Christian decid- 
edly loves the law of God after 
the inward man, although the 
motions of sin be still experien- 
ced in the flesh. O then, young 
Christian soldiers, point all your 
ambition to heaven. Let all the 
vanities of this world be over- 
looked ; let all its lawful con- 
cerns be treated as subservient 
parts of duty. Look forward 
frequently to the day when you 
shall shine as the brightness of 
the firmament, and as the stars 
for ever andever. Can you read 
the lives of the eminent servants 
of God, and not desire to be like 
them? Can you read of the tro- 
phies of Jesus, and the unuttera- 
ble pleasures of heaven, without 
sighing for your heavenly home, 
and your crown of glory ? The 
trophies of the saints, advanced 
to their kingdom, should not suf- 
fer you to sleep, but fill your souls 
with divine transports. ‘The lau- 
rels of the conqueror are fading, 
but you shall receive everlasting 
honors. While the greatest part 
of those who have filled the rolls 
of fame, and been viewed with 
envy by a misjudginge world, 
shall tremble at the appearance 
of the Judge, ye shall rejoice at 
his appearance, and share in his 
glory. 
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Letter from Londo 





THE INTREPID PREACHER. 


Bishop Latimer having one 
day preached a sermon, before 
King Henry VIII. which much 
displeased his Most Excellent 
Majesty, He was ordered to 
preach again the following Sab- 
bath, and' make an apology for 
the offence he had given. This 
he did. 
he thus began his sermon :— 
** Hugh Latimer, dost thou know 
to whom thou art this day to 
preach ? To the high and migh- 
ty Monarch, the King’s Most 
Excellent Majesty, who can take 

away thy life if ‘thou offendest ; 
therefore take heed that thou 
speak not a word 
please. But consider well, Hugh, 
dost thou not know from whence 
thou comest, and oP whose 
message thou art sent ?- even by 
the Great and Mighty God, who 
is always all-present, and who be- 
holdeth all thy ways, and who is 
able to cast both soul and body 


Upon naming his text, * 


d which may dis- | 


om 
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into hell. Therefore, take care 
and deliver thy message faithful- 
ly.” He then. proceeded with 
the same sermon he had preach- 
ed the Sabbath. before, and con- 
firmed it with more energy. 

The sermon being finished, the 
Court were anxious to know what 
would be the fate of the honest, 
plain dealing Bishop. After 
dinner the King called for Lati- 
mer, and with a stern counte- 
nance asked him, How he durst 
be so bold as to preach in that 
manner ? ‘The good man then, 
falling on his knees, replied, 
“That his duty to his God, and 
to his prince, had forced him 
thereunto ; and that he had only 
discharged his duty and his con- 
science in what he had spoken ; 
but his life was in his Majesty’s 
hand.” Upon this, the Monarch, 
rising from his seat, took the 
Bishop from off his knees, and 
embraced him, saying, * Blessed 
be God I have so honest a ser- 


vant !”? 








RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 





Exiract of a leier from the London 

Missionary Society, to the New- 

York Missionar y ‘Society 3; dated 
London, 9th Oct. 1809. 


WE have perused with pleas- 
ure your letter of May the 20th, 
and Report of April, 1809, and 
rejoice to find that you are pur- 
suing in your mission to the Tus- 
enroras. * * * * * * * KR RK k 


Vhe expenditure of our Socie- 
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ty amounted the last year to near 
ly 7000/. [sterling ] a sum 
much larger than the actual in- 
come of the year ; but we have 
always indulged a hope that the 
liberality of the British public 
would keep pace with the exigen- 
cies of the Society ; and we are 
now making aenew appeal to our 
brethren for that purpose. What 
we have hitherto attempted bears 
no proportion to the real state oi 
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the world. Thousands of mis- 
sionaries are wanted. Millions 
of souls are perishing for lack of 
knowledge ; and we long for the 
time when the Lord shall give the 
word, and the company of those 
that publish it shall equal the de- 
mand for their labours. In the 
mean time, we cannot but enter- 
tain a hope that the calamitous 
wars an¢ national convulsions 
which humanity so tenderly la- 
ments, are in the inscrutable or- 
der of Divine Providence, among 
the means which shall accelerate 
the glorious period. Secret things 
however, belong to God, and 
without prying into futurity, the 
path of duty lies straight before 
us. Let us * go into all the world 
and preach the gospel to every 
creature :” He who gave the 
command has accompanied it 
with the promise of his presence : 
* Lo, Iam with you always, to 
the end of the world.” It affords 
our Society unfeigned pleasure to 
learn that the Spirit of God has 
been poured out on many of the 
churches in your State, and in o- 
ther States in your neighborhood ; 
and that you consider this revi- 
val asa stimulus to your efforts for 
the conversion of the heathen. 
We heartily concur with you in 
this pious conclusion. ‘To the re- 
vival of religion in England ma- 
ny years ago, and the new impe- 
tus that was given to the profes- 
sors of evangelical religion, by a 
more zealous mode of preaching, 
and to that union of spirit among 
various denominations which ac- 
companied it, we can trace the 
origin of the Missionary Society. 
May your endeavours, dear breth- 
ren, and those of other labourers 
in the United States, be the hap- 
py means of establishing nume- 
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rous missions “‘ among the inhab- 
itants of the western wilderness.” 
To this labour of love, your lo- 
cal situation seems immediately 
to direct, and the more so, a5, 
“instead of maintaining an obsti- 
nate opposition to the gospel, ma- 
ny are loudly imploring your as- 
sistance.” 

Go on, dear brethren, and 
prosper. The Lord whom you 
serve will not leave you without 
testimony of his approbation ;— 
nor-will he suffer your labour to 
be altogether in vain. To his 
grace we Commend you ; and re- 
main, Your affectionate brethren, 
and fellow-labourers in the work 
of the Lord, &c. 

Christian’s Mag, 


eT 


Extract o 


of a letter from the Rev. 
Gideon Blackburn, to a gentleman 
of this city, dated Maryville, Dec. 
24th, 1809. 


WHAT is the state of relig- 
ion in your city? Are all at ease 
in Zion? It is too much the case 
here—Tke vicious examples of 
the white people who mingle with 
my Indians, effectually prevent 
much religion amongst them.— 
But in point of civilization, they 
are rising in respectability. ‘Their 
country is covered with well cul- 
tivated farms—their stocks have 
so increased that 700 beeves have 
been sent to market this season, 
and 1000 hogs. They have for- 
med written laws, and keep them 
on record. Ihave educated near 
300 of their children ; and pave 
each who learned to read, a bible, 


or testament, and some other 


Thus I hope the ad- 


good book. 
vantages will not be lost. 
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are now getting into the idea of 
private schools, at their own cost, 
with a little of my assistance.— 


This I am desirous to encourage. 
ibid. 
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Extract of a letter from Demerara, 
dated Feb. 27, 1809. 


HUNDREDS around us say, 
‘ Come over and teach us the way to 
Heaven,’ &c. Yea, thousands say to 
the Directors, ‘ Use all. your influence 
with government, and with our mas- 
ters in England, that the gospel may 
be preached to us, that our souls may 
live.’ They also have a word to the 
good people of England, and in par- 
ticular to the ladies: ‘ You have long 
been partakers of our sugar, coffee, 
cotton, &c.—-give some of your gold 
and silver to send us the gospel in re- 
turu ; & should any of you be inclined 
to come and teach us, we will gladly re- 
ceive instruction from you; & for your 
encouragement we tell you, that ‘ they 
who turn many to righteousness, shall 
shine in the realms of glory as the 
ttars forever & ever!’ We want the 
best that thing you have in England, 
even the glorious gospel of the blessed 
God ! For the temporal things we 
have sent you, O send us some of your 
spiritual blessings, for you have e- 
nough, and some to spare for poor ne- 
groes ! Have pity tipon us, have pity 
upon us, O ye our friends, for we are 
sitting in darkness and in the shadow 
cf death; Come over, come over to 
Demerara and help us!—come and 
teach us the way of heaven! ‘ Listen, 
ye friends of Jesus, to the cries of the 
Heathen ! Pan. 


| 
| 
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MISSION IT0 DEMARARA, 


Mr. Wray, the missionary to the 
negroes in this colony, in a letter dat- 
é “a is February last, writes, that he 

ves about 150 negroes have be- 
come earnestly desirous of saving their 
souls, in consequence of his labors. 
Twenty-four have been solemnly bap- 
vized by him, and, as faras he knows, 


walk consistently with their profes- 
sion, Thirteen more are candidates 
for baptism. The number of negroe; 
who enjoy the benefit of Mr. Wray’s 
instructions is about 600. Perhaps, 
he says, amore attentive congreg2- 
tion was never seen. ‘They are anx- 
iousto understand every word. Ma- 


ny of them are not only desirous of 


being saved themselves, but they 
willingly teach others what they 
know. Ten of the most intelligent of 
the negroes have each taken eight un- 
der their care to instruct and watch 
over. Their managers acknowledge 
that a favorable change has been pro- 
duced on their conduct by the instruc- 
tion they have received. Some from 
being indolent, noisy, and rebellious, 
are stated to have become industrious, 
quiet, and obedient: they work wil- 
lingly, and try by every means in their 
power to give satisfaction. Several 
gentlemen, who at first were mich 
prejudiced against the mission, and 
who had prohibited their negroes from 
attending Mr. Wray, are said to have 
been so far wrought on by these ap- 
pearances, as to retract the prohibi- 
tion, and to give permission for their 
regular attendance. Ch. Ob. 


LONDON MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 


WE give our readers an abstract of 
an account, lately published by this 
Society, oi the state of their missions. 

In OTAHEITE are twelve mission- 
aries, two of them have wives. These 
persons have continued to instruct the 
natives in that and some neighboring 
islands, notwithstanding many dis- 
couraging circumstances which they 
have had toencounter. ‘* Their la 
bors among the adults,’’ it is said, 
‘shave not been so useful as they 
wished.; yet their endeavors to in- 
Struct the children and youth are more 
promising.’ 

In SoutHeRN Arrica, Dr. Van- 
derkemp and other missionaries have 
labored with success. The settlement 
called Bethelsdorp, at which the doc- 
tor has resided, has lately flourished. 
It contains about 600 persons, whose 
civilization and relizious improvement 
are s2id tobe advancing. The neigh- 
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boring Caffres discover a growing de- 
sire for religious instruction. It is the 
purpose of Dr. Vanderkemp to leave 
Bethelsdorp to the other missionaries, 
and to attempt a mission more in the 
interior of Afriea, or in the island of 
-Madagascar.—-The | missionaries at 
Orange River are busied in teaching 
the people to build houses, and cuiti- 
wate the soil, as well as in instructing 
them in the gospel of Christ. Seven- 
teen persons had been baptized. The 
natives had suffered from the small- 
pox; but the introduction of vaccina- 

on prt omise ed to eradicate that dis- 
ease. The mission to the Namagquas 
i3said togoon weil. Mr. Kicherer 
has charge of the Dutch. church at 
Graaf Reinet, where he-has an op- 
portunity of preaching to a great num- 
ber, not only of the colonists, but of 
the natives —When the news of the 
abolition of the slave trade reached 
the vig the joy was great; anda 
public day of thanksgiving was ob- 
served. 


In Asia, several missions have been 


begun. At Kinngabetnien Messrs. 
Cran, and a are employed 


in instructing the heathen. They 
have begun to translate the Evanzel- 
ists intothe Telinga language. They 
have also printed catechisms, &c. in 
that rong ie, in which work they are 
aided by aconverted Bramin. They 
preach every Sunday to the Europe- 
ans in the fort’; and superintend some 
arge shools of native chil dren, which 
they have established. In the Tinev- 
elly district, Mr. Ringletaube :s en- 
vies in visiting the small congrega- 
tions of Christians scattered over the 
country, and occasionally in instruct- 
ing others. He has acquired great 
skill in the Tamul language. Mr. 
Vos, formerly a minister of Ceylon, 
is appointed to the Dutch church at 
Negapatam, where he enjoys an op- 
portunity of being useful among the 
native inhabitants. Two missionaries 
are on their way to the country of 
the Birmans, and one to Seringapa- 
tam ; and two are employed in the 
island of Cey/on. Another missiona- 
ty, Mr. Morisan, reached Cdéina, 
which was the place of his destina- 
tion, in September, 1807. 
Although Mr. Frey, wha formerly 
labored among his countrymen, the 
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jews, under the patronage of this so- 
ciety, has withdrawn himself from 
their connexion, they have determin- 
ed to continue their endeavors for the 
benefit of that once favored race. 
Ministers are engaged to preach to 
them ; and essays, written by Mr. 
Ewing of Glasgow, and other tracts, 
have been published for circulation a- 
mong them. 
In AMerica, Mr. Pidgeon labors 
S 2 missionary among the inhabitants 
of New Carlisle, in New. Brunswick. 
Inthe West INDIES, two mis- 
sions have been begun; one at Zodéa- 
ga, where Mr. Elliot, the missionary, 
is permitted, on many of the estates, 
to preach to the Negroes, not a few 
of whom, it isadded, have shewn- a 
great readiness to receive instruction ; 
andtanother at Demarara, of which 
an account is given in our present 
number. . L bid. 


INDIAN JUBILEE. 


THE year 1806 being the hundreth 
year (or the second fiftieth) since the 
gospel first visited the peninsula of In- 
dia, 2 Jubilee was celebrated by the 
H{indoo churches, on the ninth of July, 
in commemoration of the arrival ofthe 
first two protestant missionaries, in 
1706. The happy occasion had beer, 
long anticipated, and was marked with 
demenstrations of joy and cladness. 
The people as we are informec, walk. 
ed in procession to the churches, car- 
rying palms in their hands, and sing- 
ing the 98th Psalm; and after offer. 
ing up praises and thanksgivings to 
the Most High, they hear rda sermon 
suitable to the day :—*‘ Blessed is the 
people that know the joytul 


ORDINAY ION 

Ordained, at Waitsfeld, on Wed- 
nesday the 7th ult.over the Congrega- 
tional Church and Seciety in Waits 
field, the Rev. Amariah Chandler. — 
Rev. Nathan Waldo made the intro- 
ductory prayer; Rev. Elijah Lyman 
preached the sermon from Luke ii, 
34, Rev, Jonathan Hovey made the 
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consecrating prayer ; Rev. James Ho- 
bart gave the charge; Rey, Ammi 
Nichols expressed the fellowship of 
the churches, and the Rev. Jonathan 
Hovey, jun. made the concluding 
prayer, 


At Whitehall, (N. Y.) March 1, 
1810, was ordained to the pastoral 
care of the church, the Rev. Jona- 
THAN KiTCHEL. Introductory pray- 
er, by the Rev. Rufus Cushman of 
Fair-Haven ! sermon, from Prov.xiv. 













[Aprit, 


12. by the Rev. Holland Weeks of 
Pittsford ; consecrating prayer, by 
the Rev. Lemuel. Haynes of West- 
Rutland 5 imposition of hands, by the 
Rev. Messrs, Haynes, Kent, Weeks, 
and Smith ; charge, by the Rev, Dan 
Kent of Benson ; the right hand of fel- 
lowship, by Rev. Elihu Smith of Cas- 
tleton ; concluding prayer, by the 
Rev. Mr. Weeks. The day was 
beautiful, the assembly numerous, 
their attention inquisitive ; the scene 
was solemn and imprgssive. 
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Tue manner and object of the 
gospel ministry. A Sermon 
preached at the ordination of the 
Rev. Justin Parsons over the 
congregational church of Christ 
m Whiting, Jan. 25,1810. By 
Holland Weeks, A. M. Pastor of 
the congregational church in 
Pittsford. He that hath ears to 
hear let him hear.—ChArist. 8vo. 
pp. 20. Middlebury. J. D. Hun- 
tington. . Feb. 1810. 

The necessity of regeneration 
in order to perform actions ac- 
ceptable to God. A Sermon de- 
livered at Champlain, N. Y. July 
23,1809. By Amos Pettengill, 
Pastor of the church in that 
place. The sacrifice of the wick- 
ed is abomination ; how much 
more when he bringeth it with a 
wicked mind—Soslomon. Svo. pp. 
24. Burlington. S. Mills. 1810. 

A Sermon preached at Mont- 
pelier, Lords day, Oct. 16, 1809. 
By Leonard Worcester, minister 
of the gospel in Peacham. 8vo. 
pp. 16. Windsor. [Farnsworth 
and Churchhill. 

Eulogium on the Rev. John 





Smith, p. p. professor of the learn- 
ed languages at Dartmouth Col- 
lege. By the President. 8vo. 
pp- 16. Hanover, N.H. C. 
and W. S. Spear, 1809. 

An Oration delivered at St, 
Albans July 4, 1809, in com. 
memoration of American Inde- 
pendence. By Ira Hill. 8vo. 
pp. 23. Burlington. 5. Mills. 
1809. 

A Discourse at the funeral of 
Mrs. Emily Jewett, aged 27, who 
died of a consumption 4th June 
1809, the consort of Mr. Moses 
Jewett in Burlington. By Daniel 
C. Saunders, p.p. Pres. of the Un- 
iversity of Vermont. 8vo. pp. 23. 
Burlington. S. Mills, 1809. 

A Funeral Discourse on the 
death of Mrs. Catharine Janes, 
aged 24 years, wife of Mr. Hor- 
ace Janes, delivered at St. Albans 
Dec. 29, 1808. By the Rev. 
Elijah Wollage, A. B. 8vo. pp. 
15. Burlington. S Mills, 1809. 

The natural and civil history 
of Vermont. ‘The second edit. 
corrected and much enlarged. 
By Samuel Williams, D. D. 
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Member of the Meteorological 
Society in Germany, of the Phi- 
losophical Society in Philadel- 
phia, and of the Academy of Arts 
and Sciences in Massachusetts. 
2 vols. 8vo. pp. 1004. Burling- 
ton. S. Mills. 
PROPOSED. 

Farrand, Mallory, & Co. of 
Boston, are preparing for the 
press, to be published in one 8vo 
volume, Mopern Paris; or a 
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journey from London to Paris, 


through Holland; and a survey 
of the Arts, Sciences, and Lite- 
rature of the French metropolis, 
in 1807-8, with remarks on the 
education, habits and religion of 
the French _. By Freder- 
ick Hall, M. Professor of 
=P 9 li and Natural Philos- 
ophy, in Middlebury College, i in 
Letters to a gentleman in Eng- 

land. 
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Dr. John Smith (in his treatise “ On the sacred office,” p. 284) has recorded 
a Latin poem, which was repeated by a pious young man, a candidate 
for the gospel ministry, when on his dying bed, and under a lively impres- 
sion of very soon entering into the eternal world, and of which the fallex 


ing ts a translation. 


GREAT God! thou sov’reign King! whose boundless sway 
Ever all beings and all worlds obey ! 


Preserve my soul. 


O let me never go 


Down to the mansions of eternal wo 

Where guilt, confusion, sorrow, anguish fear, 

And pain, in all their dreadful forms appear : 
Where quenchless fires and gnawing worms attend, 
And hepeless pangs the tortur’d bosom rend. 


» 


May David’s city, (thro’ victorious grace, ) 

May peaceful Zion be my dwelling place : 

Zion erected by the Source of Light : 

Whose gate presents the Savior’s cross to sight ; 

A gate admitting none, but those who know 
The language of the world to which they go : 
Zion, whose walls are form’d of living stone ; 
Whose mighty builder holds a glorious throne, 
And whose glad citizens forever sing 

Anthems of praise to their celestial King. 


With pure and ardent love each bosom glows 
In those bright realms of undisturb’d repose : 
O happy re ealms ! delightful regions, where 
Eternal spring with fragrance fills the air ; 
Where light in quiet rays forever shines, 


And endless peace with boundless joy combines. 
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Nothing can enter there that can defile, 

Naught that can injure, naught that can beguile ; 
None are depraved, of evil none complain : 

But all are pure, and free from every pain: 

A pertect robe of righteousness they wear, 

And all the image of their Savior bear. 


O thou celestial city ! blest abode ! 

Firm thy foundation as the throne of God ; 
Secure retreat from all invading ill, 

With joy I hail thee, Zion’s sacred hill! 
Thy golden streets in distant prospect rise-—- 
1 bid thee, hail, fair world, above the skics ! 
For thee my soul is fill’?d with strong desire 
‘Lo thee enraptur’d all my hopes aspire. 

O may I now obey kind Mercy’s calls, 

And be, at length, receiv’d within thy walls 
Where, every breast with purest joy elate 
Each welcomes each to that safe, happy state. 


we 


s* 


What special objects there engage the mind, 

What views they have, or what employments find ; 
What beauteous scenes their admiration raise ; 
What sparkling gems the lofty wall displays ; 
What various pearls compose the several gates, 
At each of which a guardian angel waits ; 

What healthful streams from living fountains flow ; 
What fruitful trees upon their borders grow— 

fs only known to that blest, holy throng, 

To whom the treasures of that world belong. 


O may I reach at last that blissful coast, 

And there be number’d with the heavenly host, 

With Moses and Elijah still to join 

In songs of noblest praise to Love Divine. 
PHILALETHES. 
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DONATION TO THE VT. MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 
By young ladies in Castleton, — - - - - Dolls.20 06 


DONATION TO THE VT. RELIGIOUS TRACT SOCIETY. 
From the Connecticut Tract Society, - - - - - 100 Tracts. 
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*.* Tose Gentlemen, Editors, whose avocations forbid a com- 
piiance with the vote of the Gen. Convention, which assigned to Ed. 
itors their duties, are requested to resign, that the duties prescribed 
to them may devolve on the persons, who were nominated to fill va- 
cancies. 





